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LITERATURE

THE BIRTH OF A NATION

History
1. Celtic and Roman Britain
2. Anglo-Saxon Britain and the Germanic heritage: the Anglo-Saxon invasion, the Gemanic element, Anglo-Saxon society, the Christian influence, the Viking invasion.


Poetry
1. The oral tradition
2. Beowulf: Germanic legend in Old English poetry, the heroic ideal, the story.
3. Reading: The Coming of Beowulf 


THE MIDDLE AGES

History
1. The Normans: the Norman Conquest, the clash between Crown and Church: Thomas Becket, Richard the Lionheart, Magna Carta and Parliament
2. The Hundred Years’ War, religious and social revolt, the Wars of the Roses.

Literature
1. Medieval ballads: Lord Randal 
2. Geoffrey Chaucer: life, works, the ‘father of English poetry’. 
The Canterbury Tales: the story, the structure of the tales, Chaucer’s pilgrims.
Readings: General Prologue; The Wife of Bath. 
Boccaccio’s influence on Chaucer.


THE RENAISSANCE

History
1. The first Tudors and the Reformation: Henry VII, the accession of Henry VIII, the Reformation and the Church of England.
2. Elizabeth I and the conquest of the seas: the Elizabethan ‘middle way’, the conquest of the seas, war on the seas: the defeat of the Armada.
3. The Stuart dynasty, the Civil War and the Commonwealth: the first Stuart king, Catholic and Puritan dissent, Stuart absolutism: Charles I, the Civil War, Cromwell’s Commonwealth,  the Puritans.

Literature
1. Renaissance and Humanism: the concept of Renaissance, Northern humanism and grammar schools, the Reformation and the English Bible, the new philosophers.
2. Renaissance poetry: the sonnet and the cult of the lady.
3. The sonnet: structure and features (rhyme, self-contained lines, run-on-lines, figures of speech: simile and metaphor.
4. The Petrarchan and the English sonnet.
Reading: William Shakespeare’s How Like a Winter Hath My Absence Been.
5. Renaissance drama: the Elizabethan theatre , the structure of the theatre, performances,    the companies of players, the Jacobean theatre.


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
Life, the beginning of his career, the playwright.

1. The sonnets
The sonnet sequence, the fair youth, the dark lady, the rival poet.
Themes: love, time.
Readings: When I Do Count the Clock That Tells the Time, Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?, Let Me Not to the Marriage of True Minds. 

2. The plays
The First Folio, the dramatic works, the years of apprenticeship, the history plays and the love comedies, the great tragedies, the dark comedies, the romances. Shakespeare’s universality.
The themes: women and love, women and power, fathers and daughters, rhetoric in love and politics, the world as a stage.

Romeo and Juliet, the play, the story. Reading - Only Your Name Is My Enemy.

*** Ogni studentessa ha letto un’opera integrale di W. Shakespeare, relazionando sulla storia, i temi e i personaggi (le opere lette: Romeo and Juliet, The Merchant of Venice, Othello, Hamlet, Macbeth, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Tempest) 


PET
Speaking 
Part 3: describing a photo
Speaking part 1: answering questions about oneself
Listening activities


CONVERSAZIONE IN LINGUA INGLESE
· Greetings
· Spelling revision
· Acronyms
· My passions	
· PET Speaking practice
· The Truman Show reading comprehension
· Canada: geography and culture
· PET Speaking part 2


TEXTS
N.Iandelli, R.Zizzo, SMART GRAMMAR, ELI
K. Clifton, J. Costa, C. Gelli, ESCAPES, Edisco
A.Cattaneo, D.De Flaviis, L&L – LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE, Vol.1,  Signorelli Scuola



Giulanova, 07/06/2018                                                                       Patrizia Baratiri
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